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THE  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

FOR  1911 


THE  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN 


During  the  past  year  the  Temporary  Home  for  Working 
Women  at  453  Shawmut  Avenue  has  been  carrying  on  its  usual 
work,  as  its  name  implies,  of  sheltering  and  caring  for  those 
women,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  no  other  place  to  turn  to, 
while  temporarily  out  of  employment.  Four  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  women  have  been  admitted  during  the  year  making  a  total  of 
sixteen  thousand  and  seventy  since  the  home  started  in  1878. 
Often  age  and  infirmities  are  the  causes  of  lack  of  work.  This 
is  overcome  in  many  cases  through  the  free  Intelligence  Office, 
which  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  Home,  and  Miss 
Murphy,  the  superintendent  is  particularly  fortunate  in  her 
disposal  of  many  seemingly  hopeless  cases.  If  the  case  is  one 
which  it  is  impossible  to  place  on  account  of  physical  disability 
the  woman  is  sent  to  the  proper  institution,  hospital  or  convales¬ 
cent  home,  as  the  Home  is  in  no  sense  a  hospital.  The  purpose 
of  the  Home  as  the  charter  reads  is  that,  “  of  providing  a  place 
where  working  women  out  of  work,  for  work,  may  procure  food 
and  lodging  temporarily  ”  and  that  is  the  keynote  to  the  situation. 
In  exchange  for  the  board  and  lodging  which  is  furnished  they 
must  give  a  certain  amount  of  time  each  day  to  whatever  work 
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is  allotted  them,  either  in  the  laundry,  sewing  room  or  helping 
with  the  house-work,  all  of  which  is  done  under  the  guidance  of 
a  matron  and  must  be  done  well.  They  may  stay  for  one  month, 
but  six  months  must  elapse  before  they  are  admitted  again. 
However,  in  exceptional  cases,  both  of  these  conditions  are  subject 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  The  furnishing  of 
day  workers  has  increased  considerably  during  the  year,  fifteen 
hundred  and  seven  women  having  been  sent  out  to  fill  that  need. 

The  Home  as  it  stands  today  is  in  splendid  condition.  In 
the  spring  the  fire  commissioners  ordered  another  exit  in  each 
dormitory.  This  was  arranged  immediately,  so  that  the  safety  of 
the  house  has  been  increased.  Another,  unlooked  for,  advantage 
was  the  added  circulation  of  air,  which  was  made  possible  by  the 
new  doors  and  which  was  much  appreciated  during  the  hot 
nights  of  last  summer.  During  August  and  September,  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  Mrs.  Dalton  assisted  by  Miss  Adams,  the 
entire  exterior  of  the  house  was  put  in  perfect  order  and  the 
results  have  fully  justified  the  expenditure  of  money.  The  back 
yard  has  been  greatly  improved.  The  entire  brick  work  of  the 
house  has  been  re-filled  and  re-pointed.  The  chimneys  have  been 
re-built  and  many  other  necessary  repairs  made,  so  that  we  can 
speak  with  pride  of  the  exterior  condition  and  appearance  of  the 
house.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  interior  has  been  neglected, 
for  that  is  always  kept  up,  and  every  year  during  the  light  season 
the  needed  repairs  are  made  so  that  the  house  is  kept  clean  and 
fresh. 

The  Home  is  fortunate  in  having  a  superintendent  whose 
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interest  is  unflagging  and  who  keeps  in  touch  with  many  cases 
after  they  have  left  the  Home.  Her  advice  and  aid  help  many  a 
woman  out  of  difficulties  and  her  wise  counsel  often  means  the 
saving  instead  of  the  wasting  of  wages. 

The  Managers  greatly  regret  Mrs.  Swan’s  resignation  from 
the  Board.  Although  she  has  served  but  a  comparatively  short 
time,  she  has  given  much  aid  and  solved  many  perplexing  cases. 
The  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Homans’s  resignation  from  the 
Finance  Committee  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  James  A.  Parker. 

Before  closing  this  report  may  we  say  a  word  for  the  sewing 
room  and  laundry.  Both  of  these  departments  add  materially  to 
the  income  of  the  Home.  They  are  carried  on  under  the 
supervision  of  a  sewing  and  laundry  matron.  Good  work  of  a 
plain  kind  is  done  at  low  cost  and  we  are  always  glad  to  increase 
our  list  of  patrons. 
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RESULTS 


Women  admitted  since  1878 . 16,070 

Women  admitted  in  1911 . . . . ....  492 

Women  permanently  placed .  168 

Women  temporarily  placed .  34 

Women  sent  to  day’s  work .  1,507 

Women  sent  to  hospital .  18 

Number  of  lodgings .  6,869 

Number  of  meals .  18,409 


NOTICE 


All  respectable  women  who  apply  are  admitted  into  the 
Home,  provided  they  are  able  to  work  in  pay  for  their  board 
and  lodging. 

Babies  under  two  years,  with  their  mothers,  may  be  admitted 
for  a  few  days  only. 

Each  case  is  looked  into  by  the  Superintendent,  and  if 
possible,  a  suitable  situation  is  found  where  the  woman  may 
become  self-supporting. 

Women  unfit  for  work  are  sent  to  a  hospital  or  to  the 
Charitable  Institution  best  suited  to  their  needs. 

No  woman  may  stay  more  than  one  month  at  the  Home, 
or  be  received  again  until  six  months  shall  have  elapsed,  unless 
by  special  permission. 

The  Home  is  conducted  by  a  Superintendent  and  two 
Assistants,  under  the  supervision  of  a  visitor  from  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

The  industries  of  the  Home  are  laundry  work,  sewing,  and 
the  care  of  the  house,  and  the  women  are  taught  to  do  better 
work  in  these  departments. 

The  Home  is  strictly  non-sectarian. 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


Jan.  2  Elizabeth  H.  Kidder .  $  10.00 

“17  A.  Fields .  5.00 

“  17  Ida  A.  Higginson .  10.00 

Geo.  Abbot  James .  10.00 

Mary  McG.  Dalton .  5.00 

Henrietta  G.  Fitz .  10.00 

Francis  G.  Blake .  5.00 

A.  G.  Van  Nostrand .  10.00 

Ellen  S.  Bacon . 10.00 

“  18  Mary  L.  Blake .  5.00 

F.  B.  Greene .  10.00 

Mary  Ellen  Lowell .  10.00 

“  21  Geo.  A.  Gardner .  10.00 

“  24  Mrs.  F.  H.  Peabody .  2.00 

Mrs.  Eugene  N.  Foss . 10.00 

“  26  Mrs.  James  M.  Crafts .  25.00 

Feb.  2  Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball .  25.00 

Mrs.  Louis  Curtis .  10.00 

“  20  Mrs.  N.  Rantoul .  25.00 

Mrs.  Allen  Curtis .  5.00 

“  23  Mrs.  E.  P.  Motley .  10.00 

“  27  Mrs.  Josephine  P.  Kidder .  10.00 

March  18  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ropes . 10.00 

23  Mrs.  Helen  B.  Emmons .  15.00 

April  13  Mrs.  Esther  Gardner . 5.00 

20  Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge .  10.00 

June  26  Ralph  B.  Williams .  10.00 

Oct.  28  Edwin  B.  Cox .  83.75 


$365.75 
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GIFTS 


Dec.  Miss  Perry,  underwear,  jersey  vests. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Ballou,  3  dozen  oranges. 

Boston  Branch  of  Needlework  Guild,  52  pieces  of  new  underwear. 

Jan.  Mrs.  Livermore,  clothing,  1  lamp. 

May  Mrs.  Livermore,  hats  and  shoes. 

J.  W.  Soren,  shoes  and  underwear. 

Mrs.  Anna  Pratt,  1  coat,  pair  of  shoes. 

Mrs.  Hubbard,  Travellers’  Aid  Society,  box  of  clothing. 

Mrs.  Atta  Jenkins,  shoes,  etc. 

June  Parker  Memorial,  flowers. 

July  Mrs.  Livermore,  clothing. 

Mrs.  Burke,  barrel  of  apples. 

Sept.  Miss  E.  O.  Adams,  box  of  vegetables. 

Miss  Barton,  4  books. 

Mrs.  Bullard,  1  coat. 

Miss  Nettleton,  box  of  clothing. 

Oct.  Miss  Higgins,  waist  and  coat. 

Miss  Collins,  coat  and  dress  skirt. 

Mrs.  Frank  E.  Cassidy,  basket  of  pears. 

Miss  Watson,  7  pairs  of  shoes. 

t 

Mrs.  Hubbard,  clothing. 

Nov.  Mr.  E.  F.  Harmon,  barrel  of  vegetables.  , 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Wheelock,  flowers  for  Thanksgiving, 

Miss  Sue  C.  Whipple,  box  of  apples. 

J.  W.  Soren,  box  of  clothing. 

Miss  Alice  Fostor  and  Miss  Edith  Hemeon  gave  a  musical  entertain¬ 
ment  including  a  song  composed  by  one  of  the  women  in  the  Home, 
which  was  much  enjoyed  on  Thanksgiving  evening. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  corporation. 


